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children are even more vulnerable, because cohabiting mothers have less access to 
their former partner’s income than divorced mothers do.

Violence and Neglect in the Family
Intimate Partner Violence

One of the myths mentioned at the beginning of this chapter is that the family pro-
vides a safe place for its members. This myth ignores the incidence of violence and 
abuse in families. Family violence is unique because the aggressor and the victim(s) 
are part of the same relational unit, with emotional bonds, attachments, and partic-
ular power dynamics (Breines and Gordon 1983).

In the United States, nearly 25% of surveyed women and 8% of surveyed men 
reported that they had been raped or physically assaulted by a current or former inti-
mate partner in their lifetime. Based on these estimates, approximately 1.5 million 
women and 835,000 men are raped or physically assaulted by an intimate partner 
annually in the United States (Tjaden and Thoennes 2000). (Refer to Table 7.3 for 
Bureau of Justice Statistics data from 1994 to 2010.) Data confirm that violence 
by an intimate partner is a common experience worldwide. A review of more than 
50 population-based studies in 35 countries revealed that between 10% and 52% 
of women reported that they had been physically abused by an intimate partner at 
some point in their lives (Garcia-Moreno et al. 2006).

Research has consistently linked specific social factors to family violence: low 
socioeconomic status, social and structural stress, and social isolation (Gelles and 
Maynard 1987). Feminist researchers argue that domestic violence is rooted in gen-
der and represents men’s attempts to maintain dominance and control over women 
(Anderson 1997). Comparative data reveal how the severity and pattern of violence 
against women is higher in countries with high societal violence and low empower-
ment of women (Garcia-Moreno et al. 2006).

Studies have also documented how domestic violence is a significant predictor 
in maternal parenting behavior. Intimate partner violence involving a female victim 
often occurs in a household where a child is present (refer to Figure 7.1). According to 
Alytia Levendosky and Sandra Graham-Bermann (2000), psychological abuse, rather 

Rate per 1,000 persons age 12 or older

Sex 1994 2000 2005 2010

Female 16.1 8.4 5.8 5.9

Male 3.0 1.6 1.7 1.1

SOURCE: Adapted from Catalano 2012.

Table 7.3  Intimate partner violence, 1993–2010
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